
A Rubric for Analyzing International Courts & Tribunals

Introduction

A. History & Context

B. Structure

C. Jurisdiction

D. Procedure

E. Effectiveness

F. Future

History & Context

• Why did the court come into being?

• What problems was it designed to solve?

• Who were the players in its formation?

• What were their power relationships?

• What were its competitors?

• Is this court still functioning? If not, why not?

Structure

• Permanent or ad hoc?

• Permanent judges, or panel from which judges may be chosen (pre-qualified judges), or
ad hoc judges?

• Who controls the money?

◦ Who grants it?

◦ Who decides on expenditures?

◦ Are judges salaries fixed?

• Who controls (and/or appoints those who control) the administrative functions (clerk’s 
office, secretariat, registry, etc.)?

◦ The court?

◦ Or a supervisory body?

• Are there chambers?

◦ Permanent?
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◦ Ad hoc?

▪ If ad hoc, do the parties have any say in which judges are in their chamber?

• Is the court’s location fixed?

Jurisdiction

• Who may appear before the court?

• Who may not?

◦ States?

◦ Individuals?

◦ Corporations? NGOs? IGOs?

• Does the court control its own docket? Or do they have to take any case that comes 
across their transom?

• Are they a “constitutional court”?

◦ Are there separation of powers issues (e.g., ICJ v. SC)?

• Are there limitations on their jurisdiction?

◦ Date?

◦ Time?

◦ Place?

◦ Subject matter?

Procedure

• Established rules?

◦ Can parties/others pick (or influence the choice) the rules?

◦ Does the court control the rules of procedure? The rules of court?

• Pleadings

◦ Written?

◦ Oral?

◦ Judicial questions?

◦ Languages?

• Official languages

◦ Is there a language of the case?

◦ Are all parties allowed to plead in one of their native languages?
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• Counsel

◦ If individuals are parties, is counsel provided for those who cannot afford them?

• If criminal, are there protections for the rights of the accused?

• How about the rights of victims?

• Jail/Penitentiary/Punishment...how are they handled?

Effectiveness, Efficiency, & Cost-effectiveness

• How are the court’s judgments enforced?

◦ Force?

◦ Suasion?

◦ Pleading?

• What are the goals of the court's mandate providers?

◦ Are there any internal sources of goals that contradict?

• What are the appropriate outcomes to look at?

• Is the court effective at what it is supposed to do?

• Is the court efficient at achieving its goals?

• Is the court cost-effective at achieving its goals (i.e., are there cheaper solutions)?

Future

• What future does this court have?
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